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Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Withdrawn) An apparatus for securing a fin to a sports board, comprising: 
a fin enclosure for covering said fin; 

an elongated member, connected to said fin enclosure, sized and shaped to wedge 
between a surface of said board and a sports board security apparatus. 

2. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising a base proximate to a 
bottom portion of said fin enclosure, said base comprising a first slot for allowing entry 
of said fin. 

3. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 3, further comprising an adjuster plate 
connected to a lower portion of said base, said adjuster plate comprising a second slot, 
said second slot for adjusting a size of a resulting slot opening, the resulting slot opening 
comprising an overlap of said first slot and said second slot. 

4. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein said adjuster plate is slidably 
connected to said lower portion of said base. 

Claims 5-29 (Canceled). 

30. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for securing a fin to a sports board, 
comprising: 

a housing that covers siz e d and shap e d to cov e r a fin mounting fastener; 

a first shaft having a first end connected to the housing and a second end 
extending away from the housing ; perpendicular to said housing, sized and shaped to 
extend within a channel located on a bottom surface of said sports board ; 

a tab located at the second end of the first shaft that engages a lip of a sports board 
channel when said apparatus is in a locked position and that disengages the lip when said 
apparatus is in an unlocked position; a first end of said first shaft, said tab sized and 
shap e d to engag e a lip of said channel when said apparatus is in a lock e d position, and to 
disengage said lip when said apparatus is in an unlocked position; 
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a second shaft spaced a fixed distance from the first shaft, the second shaft having 
a first end connected to the housing and a second end extending away from the housing, 
perp e ndicular to said housing, siz e d and shaped to e xt e nd into said channel ; and 

a locking mechanism that prevents for pr e v e nting removal of the 
housing from the sports board when the locking mechanism apparatus is in 
a locked position and that allows for allowing removal of the housing from 
the sports board when the locking mechanism apparatu s is in an unlocked 
position. 

31. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein th e first s haft e xt e nds 
from a the bottom s urfaoo of the housing whon the apparatus is in either tho locked or 
unlookod position and the second shaft comprises a retractable deadbolt that extends into 
the channel when the apparatus is in a locked position, and retracts into the housing when 
the apparatus is in an unlocked position. 

32. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the locking 
mechanism is used to extend and retract the second shaft 

33. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the second shaft 
extends from a the bottom surface of the housing when the apparatus is in either the 
locked or unlocked position and the first shaft is rotatable about an axis perpendicular to 
the bottom surface of the housing. 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the 
locking mechanism is used to rotate the first shaft about the axis. 

35. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, further comprising a 
depressio n, said d e pr e ssion located on a the bottom surface of the housing, that receives 
3ized and shaped to accept said fin mounting fastener. 

36. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for securing a sports board fin to a 
sports board, comprising: 
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means for covering a fin mounting fastener, and 
means for locking said means for covering covering moans to a 
bottom surface of the sports board. 

37. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 36, wherein said 
locking means th e m e ans for locking s aid cov e ring m e ans in plac e 
comprises: 

a first shaft having a first end connected to the means for covering and a second 
end extending away from the means for covering p e rp e ndicular to said housing, sized and 
shap e d to extend within a chann e l located on a bottom surfac e of said sports board ; 

a tab located at the second end of the first shaft that engages a lip of a sports board 
channel when said apparatus is in a locked position and that disengages the lip when said 
apparatus is in an unlocked positio n a first e nd of said first shaft said tab siz e d and 
shapod to engage a lip of said channel when said apparatus is in a looked position, and to 
disongago said lip when said apparatus is in an unlocked position; 

a second shaft spaced a fixed distance from the first shaft, the second shaft having 
a first end connected to the means for covering and a second end extending away from 
the means for coverin g, porpondioular to said housing, sized and shapod to extend into 
said channel ; and 

a locking mechanism that prevents for preventing removal of the 
means for covering hou s ing from the sports board when the apparatus is in 
a locked position and that allows for allowing removal of the means for 
covering housing from the sports board when the apparatus is in an 
unlocked position. 

38. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the first shaft extends 
from a the bottom surface of the means for covering housing when the apparatus is in 
either the locked or unlocked position and the second shaft comprises a retractable 
deadbolt that extends into the channel when the apparatus is in a locked position, and 
retracts into the means for covering housing when the apparatus is in an unlocked 
position. 
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39. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the locking 
mechanism is used to extend and retract the second shaft. 

40. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the second shaft 
extends from a the bottom surface of the means for covering hou s ing when the apparatus 
is in either the locked or unlocked position and the first shaft is rotatable about an axis 
perpendicular to the bottom surface of the means for covering hou s ing . 

41. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the locking 
mechanism is used to rotate the first shaft about the axis. 

42. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 36, further comprising a 
depression , said d e pr e ssion located on a the bottom surface of the means for covering 
covering moans , that receives sized and shaped to roooivo said fin mounting fastener. 

43. (Previously Presented) A method for securing a sports board fin to a sports board, 
comprising: 

covering a fin mounting fastener with an object; and 
locking the object to the sports board. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein covering the fin 
mounting fastener comprises: 

placing a housing over the fin mounting fastener by inserting a first shaft 
protruding from a bottom surface of the object into a channel of the sports board, the first 
shaft having a tab located at an end distal distillate from the bottom surface, the tab 
parallel to the channel. 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein locking the object to the 
sports board comprises: 

rotating the object with respect to a channel of the sports board, thereby engaging 
a tab, located on a distal distillat e end of a shaft protruding from a bottom surface of the 
object, with a lip of the channel; and 
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extending a second shaft into the channel, thereby preventing rotation of the 
object; and 

locking the second shaft into the channel. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein covering the fin 
mounting fastener comprises: 

placing a housing over the fin mounting fastener by inserting a first shaft and a 
second shaft protruding from a bottom surface of the object into a channel of the sports 
board, the first shaft having a tab located at an end distal distillat e from the bottom 
surface, the tab parallel to the channel. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein locking the object to the 
sports board comprises: 

inserting a first shaft and a second shaft into a channel of the sports board, the 
first shaft and the second shaft extending from a bottom surface of the object; 

rotating the first shaft around an axis perpendicular to the bottom surface of the 
object, the first shaft having a tab located at a distal distill end of the first shaft from the 
bottom surface of the object, thereby engaging the tab with a lip of the channel. 



7 

PAGE 7/13 • RCVD AT 5/2412005 1 :33:40 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 • CSID: ■ DURATION (mnvss):05-H 



